SEA WATER*

CHAP. II.

OF SEA WATER*

JL HE Ocean is the great reservoir of water into which
the lakes and rivers empty themselves, and from which
is again drawn by evaporation that moisture which, fal-
ling* in showers of rain, fertilizes the earth, and sup-
plies the waste of the springs and rivers. This con-
stant circulation would naturally dispose one to believe,
a priori, that the waters of the ocean do not differ much
from the waters of rivers and lakes: but nothing would
be more erroneous than such a conclusion j for the sea
water, as every one knows, differs materially from com-
mon water in its taste, specific gravity, and other pro-
perties. It contains a much greater proportion of sa-
line matter, particularly of common salt, whiqh is usu-
ally extracted from it. Indeed, if the sea were not im-
pregnated with these saline bodies, the putrefaction of
the immense mass of animal and^vegetable matter which
It contains would in a short time prove fatal to the
whole inhabitants of the earth.
The absolute quantity of sea water cannot be ascer-  Quantity of
tained, as its mean depth is unknown*   Mr De la Place
has demonstrated, that a depth of four leagues is ne-
cessary to reconcile the height to which the tides are
known to rise in the main ocean with the Newtonian